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Biology Syllabus 

Course Overview 

In biology, you will conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific inquiry during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem 
solving. A variety of topics will be studied, including: scientific investigation and inquiry, 
laboratory skills, biochemistry, the origin of life, cells/microbiology, feedback systems, DNA 
synthesis, cellular energy, protein synthesis, genetics/heredity, biotechnology, evolutionary 
theory, classification of organisms, biodiversity, plant science, biological systems, 
environmental health, and biological careers. In order to ensure your success and to pique 
your interest within the discipline, there will be various modes of learning provided, such as: 

 Hands-on activities such as models, laboratory investigations, field investigations, 
demonstrations, etc.  

 Visual activities such as journals, graphic organizers, and presentations; 

 Lecture/demonstration 

 Notes/discussion 

 Real-life application & experiences 

 Individual & group assignments and assessments 

Course Materials 

EVERY student needs the following: 

 Student ID 

 Chromebook and charger 

 Facial mask 

 Composition notebook (preferably with graphing paper, you can find them for .50-1.00 
at Wal-Mart!)  

 Pencils 

 One of the following lab supplies ($3 to $5 range, no need to get crazy ): a package of 
large vinyl or nitrile gloves (please, no latex gloves), 3+ pack of highlighters, 2+ rolls of 
paper towels, 5+ pack of glue sticks, markers, scissors, colored pencils, and/or tissue.  These 
will be assigned by class period. 

Students are welcome to bring their own additional materials for personal use if desired. Some suggested materials that I 
have personally used in my learning are paperclips, sticky tabs, marker pens, a folder, etc. Whatever works for you!  
Everything will be done in Google Classroom and/or your composition notebook. 

Grading Policy 

Biology will follow the Huntsville High School Grading Guidelines. For more details, please refer to the 2020-2021 Grading 
Guidelines under the “Parents & Students” page at the Huntsville ISD website: www.huntsville-isd.org 

 

 

Ms. Alexandra Bredehoft 
 

Phone 
(936) 435-2603 

 

Email 
albredehoft@huntsville-isd.org 

 

Classroom 
Room 2603 

 

Schedule  
1st: Biology 7:40-8:27am 

2nd: Biology 8:32-9:19am 

3rd: Common Planning/PLC 

4th: Biology 10:16-11:03am 

5th: Biology 

6th: Biology 

Hornet Time: 1:32-1:58pm 

7th: Biology 2:02-2:49pm 

8th: Conference 2:54-3:40pm 

 

Conference 
Please feel free to call anytime if 

you have any questions, concerns, 

or ideas  If I am not available, 

leave a message with your name, a 

phone number at which I can reach 

you, and a brief message and I will 

contact you when I am able. If 

email is more convenient, feel free 

to shoot me an email! 
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Grade Percentages 

 Instructional Practice/Daily Grades -- These types of assessments are designed to monitor progress, understanding of a topic, and/or 
skills. I use daily grades to guide my teaching and to determine whether a topic needs to be retaught (worth 50% of your 
grade). Warm-ups, exit slips, informal quizzes, notebook checks, and other in-class assignments are typically considered a 
daily grade. 

 Instructional Achievement/Test Grades -- These types of assessments are designed to measure mastery of curriculum standards. I 
create tests prior to planning instruction, much like creating goals, and strategically place them throughout the school year 
(worth 50% of your grade). Tests, end-of-the-unit labs, lab reports, district assessments, and other tasks that are focused on 
reflection of learning are typically considered test grades. 

Drop Grades/Late work 

Late work is defined as when a student has been provided adequate time and instruction to complete student work and has not 
completed it by the assigned time and date. I take late work seriously, but with some mercy if you are consistent with turning other 
assignments in on time.  

 If you turn in the assignment after it was due or if I deem the assignment not complete to the best of your ability: 
o At the time the assignment was due, your late assignment will be marked in a specific way in the gradebook 

(HAC). Until you turn it in, it will be marked as MSG (a zero). Within in 24 hours, I will use the Huntsville 
grading guidelines as follows to assign a grade: 

  
 At the end of each six weeks, I will DROP the lowest daily grade IF you meet the following criteria: 

o You have one or less late assignments AND 
o You have retested for test grades below a 70% and satisfactorily mastered the content 

NOTE: Drop grades are designed to benefit students who consistently turn assignments in on time and who are proactive about 
their understanding of material. If you have more than one late assignment or did not score satisfactorily on a retest, no grades will 
be dropped.  

Reassessment/Remediation 

Students who earn a grade below 70 on an Instructional Achievement (test) may have an opportunity to retest if the following occurs: 
participation in remediation (Hornet Time on Friday, tutorials via Google Classroom, after-school tutorials if permitted, etc.), and all 
daily grades (homework/daily grade) for the unit assessed are turned in. 

Academic Dishonesty (#NOPE) 

Cheating will ABSOLUTELY NOT BE TOLERATED in this or any classroom at Huntsville High School. This is probably the 
touchiest subject with me as a teacher (and as a former student, I will most definitely brief you on a story of the consequences 
beyond the classroom). I expect you to conduct yourselves with the highest academic integrity and honesty. Assignments or 
assessments will be given a ZERO if you are found cheating.  

Extracurricular Activities, Absences, and Extended Absences 

This biology class will follow the Huntsville ISD policies for makeup work.  


